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Why a Data Center?

• Billions spent on services, no population-
level data on needs & impacts 

– What do people need vs. what they get?

– What are the outcomes?

• “A needy population doesn’t count until 
someone counts it”

• Are we “moving the needle”? We need 
gauges to tell
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Extra copies today

www.drexel.edu/
AutismOutcomes
/AutismIndicators
2018

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://www.drexel.edu/AutismOutcomes/AutismIndicators2018&data=02|01|pts33@drexel.edu|2c321386b0484777b58508d6a7bc2cd1|3664e6fa47bd45a696708c4f080f8ca6|0|0|636880823975323824&sdata=I1O4Eo%2BBx5a2KLvFEadlp1NInDVqQqoSHLtnQdHeO2c%3D&reserved=0
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Black teens more likely had difficulty 
with health and development:
• Communication
• Self-care & adaptive behaviors
• Neighborhood independence
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Take-Home Points

• ASD does not affect all equally

• Almost half of youth population are in low-

income households

• Poverty-disability nexus: 2-way street

• Services and outcomes are generally 

worse for minority youth
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Recommendations

• NOT primarily a clinical issue

• Systems improvement = priority

• Transition Pathways Initiative is example 

of a systems approach

• Increase HRSA’s ASD budget 

• Population-level data needed to see if 

we’re moving the needle on outcomes


