
 

GENERAL TALKING POINTS  

• Autism Speaks Coaches Powering Forward is a unique opportunity for the NCAA basketball 

community and fans to rally around their favorite team while showing their support for 

creating a world where all people with autism can reach their full potential by increasing 

understanding and acceptance of people with autism. 

  

• Autism Speaks Coaches Powering Forward was created in 2014 after two NCAA coaches 

embarked on a mission to raise awareness of autism. Inspired by their children who were 

diagnosed with autism, they made a simple request to fellow coaches: Wear the Autism 

Speaks blue puzzle piece pin during the televised February weekend games. In an 

overwhelming response, more than 82 NCAA coaches and broadcasters took to the sidelines 

and airwaves throughout the weekend wearing the puzzle pin that first year. 

  

• This year, Coach Pat Skerry of the Towson Tigers men’s basketball team is joined by Coach 

Colleen Mullen of the UAlbany Great Danes women’s basketball team to lead Coaches 

Powering Forward. The coaches share the experiences of having a child on the spectrum and 

were united through the Autism Speaks community. 

  

• Since starting Coaches Powering Forward eight years ago, more than 5,000 Autism Speaks 

puzzle piece pins have been provided to coaches, their staff and broadcasters to increase 

understanding and acceptance of people with autism during the awareness games.  

  

• Fans can join the conversation on social media by accessing filters, tagging @autismspeaks 

and using #AutismHoops throughout the season.  

 

• By joining college basketball coaches from across the country in displaying your support for 

the autism community during basketball game(s) March 4-6, you can help bring us one step 

closer to a world where all people with autism can reach their full potential.  

 

• We know that schedules can be uncertain and ever-changing this season. We hope you can 

join our awareness weekend of March 4-6, but we encourage you to sport your pins/masks 

in a show of support year-round!  
 


