Sample announcement about Autism Sunday
February 8, 2009

Please join us on February 8, 2009 for Autism Sunday, the International Day of
Prayer. Together we will welcome families affected by autism spectrum
disorders and pray for them, as we support them as members of our faith
community.

About autism?

Autism is a complex brain disorder that inhibits a person's ability to communicate
and develop social relationships, and is often accompanied by behavioral
challenges. Autism spectrum disorders are diagnosed in one in 150 children in
the United States, affecting four times as many boys as girls. The prevalence of
autism has increased tenfold in the last decade. The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention have called autism a national public health crisis whose cause
and cure remain unknown.

Facts about autism

e 1in 150 children is diagnosed with autism

e 1in 94 boys is on the autism spectrum

e 67 children are diagnosed per day

e A new case is diagnosed almost every 20 minutes

« More children will be diagnosed with autism this year than with AIDS,
diabetes & cancer combined

o Autism is the fastest-growing serious developmental disability in the U.S.

o Autism costs the nation over $35 billion per year, a figure expected to
significantly increase in the next decade

e Autism receives less than 5% of the research funding of many less
prevalent childhood diseases

e Boys are four times more likely than girls to have autism

« There is no medical detection or cure for autism



