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Meeting Agenda Summary 

Tuesday, October 6th 

Morning Sessions 

I. Historical and Ethical Issues in Autism Risk 
Communication 

II. Challenges to Communicating Complex Risks 

III. Communicating Findings in Children’s Health: Theory and 
Practice 

Afternoon Sessions 

IV. What Do We Really Know About Beliefs and Attitudes 
Towards Autism Research? 

V. Case Studies in Communicating ASD Research 

Wednesday, October 7th 

Morning Sessions 

VI. Autism Advocacy and Risk Communication 

VII. Break-Out Group Discussions*: Working Toward 
Guidelines and Identifying Gaps  

Afternoon Sessions 

VIII. Summaries and Discussions of Break-Out Sessions 

IX. Proposed Next Steps 

* Breakouts not open to the public, Topics for break-outs 
will be based on discussions in Sessions I through VI 

Support For This Event Provided By: 
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 

Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of  
Child Health and Human Development 

National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke 
National Institute of Mental Health 

Autism Speaks 
 

Invited Presenters 

Lisa Croen, PhD, Northern California Kaiser Permanente 

Geraldine Dawson, PhD, Autism Speaks 

Baruch Fischhoff, PhD, Department of Social and Decision 
Sciences, Carnegie Mellon University 

Lynn Goldman, MD, MPH, Department of Environmental 
Health Sciences, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 

Irva Hertz-Picciotto, MA, PhD, MPH, Department of Public 
Health Sciences, School of Medicine, University of California, 
Davis 

Paul Law, MD, MPH, Kennedy Krieger Institute 

Robert McKeown, PhD, Department of Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics, Arnold School of Public Health, University of 
South Carolina 

Holly Peay, MS, CGC, National Coalition for Health 
Professional Education in Genetics 

Christopher Stodgell, PhD, Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, University of Rochester 

Peter Szatmari, MD, MSc, Department of Psychiatry and 
Behavioural Neurosciences, McMaster University  

Holly Tabor, PhD, School of Medicine and Treuman Katz 
Center for Pediatric Bioethics, University of Washington 

Sholom Wacholder, PhD, Division of Cancer Epidemiology and 
Genetics, National Cancer Institute 

Marshalyn Yeargin-Allsopp, MD, National Center on Birth 
Defects and Developmental Disabilities, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 

Conference Organizers: 
Michael Yudell, PhD 

Department of Community Health and Prevention 
Craig Newschaffer, PhD 

Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics 
Drexel University School of Public Health 
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