Autismi Speaks: Grant



PlUrpose

[0 IRcrease the communicatve: anility of
EUIF Individuals: throughrnew: techineloay
Rardwale and sefitware.

o ebtain augmentatve alternative
communication; devices (AAC) for speech
therapy’ evaltatieons,



Program reom

Go talk (4, 8, 16 icon)

Computer seftware (Beardmaker PIus,
Imo’s lesson| creator, Intelltiools)

Feuchs sereen computer menitor.
Adapted switches! fer multiple acecess



Communication materials received

Miercury 1

Chat PC-4

Vistial stipport seftware

Overlay: makel: seftwalre
AAC evaltiatien software



Plan fer program reem

TFraligroupr eft 10/ ndividuals for pllet reom

Present individuals With AUmerous
communicate options

RECOrd changes In BeRavier Wit REw,
equipment te Indicate: direct Wants/needs.

EXpand reems and Increase: participants
OVEr a perod of time



Communication roem plan

Beginito previde therapy: Using state: of
the art communication Systems.

Begin the process of evaluating ndividuals
for alternative augmentative
communicauon; devices

Increase communicative options through
the Use off new computer seftware: to
create lew: tech communicative systems



Pregrami Reom Results

Erom the pilet roem, 10individuals were
CROSEN 10! start With:

Diificulties Were noted WhReR nUMErous
sofitware and hardware Were: presented ai

ONCE.

Individuals hecome NeR-respensive
tewards new: materials:



Communication results

Fherapy: can new. target Use: of Speciiic
equipment: ter nelp determine most
approprate: type: off AAC device.

Saving mMoerey fromrnet having te rent
MACKINES firon GHAEKR VENdors



Use ofi compuiter software

Benefits:
Use of the touch s

CIrEEN COMPULEN:

Creating off SPeciiic beards; te Welkk 01 cari/ever
O geals, as well as present new: materal in

conjunction wWith t
SPECITIC cause anc

Je unit's; day: plan
efifiect beards, Whllertsing the

LOUCHI SCrEEn COMPULEr mMonItor, to InCrease
everall participation.



Euture plans

10 hegin te; erder sefitware. for remaining reems
Once Its effectiveness has; been fully: tested.

Additionall AAC evaluations tor he administered to
Help Increase: Ui individual’s everall
communication skills.

Siowly. replicate’ plan te IRcrease communication
goals through the use of new: materals received
firom the: grant.



Use of AAC device

E N
Never used ant AAC device belore.

Refused use: of low: tech boards on the
Past (Communication: hoard)

Limited expressive Vocalulary




The Communication and
PSycholeogy: departments:
JOINING forces

A guidingl philesephy: Prehliemhehaviel Is
communicatve keRavior

DI mentor ied Carnr: pIoneeread: this
concept In the late 1970's

DI Wasrene: of the first erganizations e
Implement practices related torthis
appreach



Wihat may, pronliem Benavior
communicate?

Al desire tor access semetning (person,
place: or thing)

A desilie teravoid or escape semethiing



Functional behavior assessment

e process by Which We ldentiiy/, wihat
prebleny Benavier Is most often tellingl us
AROUL 2 PEFSON’S Wanis 6rf needs

Process:Examination oii the context ofi
preblen kehavier. LLeok for trends.



Wihat next? A three prong appreach

Moediiy the envirenment
Moedify the CenSegUERCES



Teaching Communicative
Replacement Behaviors

Consultation and coordination Withreulr:
Speech department. Viay include:

= Applied enavior specialists brng Infermation
O BERaVIerK fiURCtIeN te) UK SPEECh
department. Helps develop communication
pregrams.

s SPEECh department ofiten [eInS, pPsychology,
department’s; small greup: SUPERISIoN; SESSIoNS

» Cress trainingl en hehavioer plans and
community-pased communication programs.
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