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doesn’t initiate contacts with the other
children in school. “I have to prompt
him,” Katie reports.

He does respond to the Beatles!
“Christian’s a huge fan,” she says. “He
hums along with the CD, bobbing his
head, repeating, ‘Music...music...."”
He’s also affectionate with his parents.
“He likes to cuddle, stroke my hair,
have physical closeness with us,” Katie
says wistfully.

marriages [between parents of an autistic
child] end in divorce.” When parents tell
her they’d rather have money spent on
research than on family therapy, she
points out that what helps the family
stay together also helps the child.

She and Andreas now are trying to
get out at least once or twice a month.
They have found several women
capable of sitting with Christian. “The
sitter has to be with him every second,
because he might turn on the stove.” Looking at pictures of the laughing
The most important factor in choosing : toddler he once was, she says, “He was
sitters is warmth, she emphasizes, and how they stolen from us. All the hopes and dreams you had for your

connect with the child. Katie adds ruefully that, where  child are taken from you, too.”

her parents had one baby sitter for three children, she Still, they refuse to give up. Christian is now

and Andreas have to have two sitters, with a separate “stabilized,” Katie reports. She believes that, if they can

one for Mattias. make him physically healthy, he’ll learn to talk again. “That
Her “enormously supportive” siblings—Maggie and would make such a difference in his life—and ours.

Christopher Wright—keep trying to connect with “We just want our child the way he was,” she says. ®

Christian, too. She and Andreas communicate with him
“mainly through actions,” she says. “He has good receptive  Other articles by Anne Hosansky, author of Widow’s
understanding.” For instance, when she asks if he’s hungry, ~Walk and Turning Toward Tomorrow: Victories Over
Christian starts taking food out of the refrigerator. But he Loss, are at www.caringtoday.con.
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