May (add today’s date), 2005

The Honorable (add your representative’s name)

fax:  202-(your representative’s fax number) 

 

Dear (Congressman/Congresswoman your representative’s last name):

I am writing to urge you to add your name as a co-sponsor to H.R.2421, the "Combating Autism Act of 2005," which was recently introduced by Congresswomen Mary Bono and Diana DeGette.  

Autism is considered the fastest growing developmental disorder in the United States, occurring in as many as 1 in every 166 births. Despite this strikingly high prevalence, autism research remains one of the lowest funded areas of medical research in both the public and private sector. Congress must intensify its commitment to increasing and enhancing the federal government’s contribution to autism research by passing this landmark legislation.

(Insert a sentence or two here about your experience with autism.)

Specifically, the Combating Autism Act of 2005: 

· Authorizes the Director of the NIH to create an “Autism Czar” to coordinate NIH based-research, develop and oversee budget implementation.  The proposed legislation codifies existing programs at the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development and the Collaborative Programs of Excellence in Autism, increasing the Centers of Excellence on Autism from eight to ten.  The proposed legislation also calls for the National Institute on Environmental Health Sciences to create three Centers of Excellence on Environmental Health and Autism.  

· Calls for the Health & Human Services (HHS) Secretary to provide a program of information and education on autism and its risk factors to health professionals and the general public.  The legislation authorizes $10 million a year for the next 5 years for early identification and prompt referral for services and education for parents and requires an annual report to Congress.

· Authorizes the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) to commit $75 million a year for the next five years for grants for states to develop autism screening, diagnosis, and intervention programs and to create statewide screening systems to ensure that all children are screened for autism by the age of two.  

· Reauthorizes the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention’s (CDC) epidemiological surveillance program with respect to autism at $12 million a year for the next 5 years, and authorizes $25 million a year for the next five years for technical assistance and data management to states related to autism screening, diagnosis and intervention programs. 

Please address this rapidly expanding health crisis and become a co-sponsor of H.R.2421 today.  For more information, or to add your name as a co-sponsor, please contact Katherine Martin with Mary Bono at (202) 225-5330 or Megan Taira with Diana DeGette at (202) 225-4431.

Sincerely,

